The Crucifix

The dark and chilling chamber

The jailer’s sticky hand

Two tallow candles burning

The body of a man

The child in terror screaming

The sound of glass on glass

The gaunt and sallow pallor

The image never passed

The preacher by the table 

The prayer beads in his hand

The smell of incense burning 

The surplice and sutan

The old familiar ritual

The superstition and the blind

The memory is frozen

The crucifix the Judas Kiss the crucifix…..

The whisper of the women

The black on black on black

The whiskey in the laughter

The hiss of melting wax

The preacher by the table 

The prayer beads in his hand

The smell of incense burning 

The surplice and sutan

