Otterton Mill review for View from Sid Vale (monthly paper, out on 26th May):

Kieran Halpin at Otterton Mill

    From a gravely growl to tremulous high notes faintly reminiscent of Willy Nelson, Kieran Halpin’s voice spans an impressive range. And likewise, the laidback Irish singer songwriter has traveled widely throughout his highly acclaimed 35-year career. Halpin’s songs have been recorded by major artists, such as Vin Garbutt, Dolores Keane, and John Wright. With 19 albums produced to date, his most successful song, Nothing to Show For It made it to number two in the charts
(behind Abba’s Dancing Queen – as he proudly admitted).
    This was Halpin’s second visit to Otterton Mill, owner Caroline Spiller said when she welcomed him at the start of his set at the end of April. The first time he nearly brought the roof down, she added, though since the mill has recently been restored following devastating flood damage last autumn, she was probably hoping the response would not be quite so destructive.
    She needn’t have worried. Halpin immediately won the audience over with his poetic songs and witty banter, but the room only echoed to warm laughter and hearty applause. He sang of his life on the road; simply delivered, his passionate voice and his guitar. He’s just back from a year-long tour of Australia, so Found Australia evocatively told of toddlers and teenagers in the family camper van, scary
wildlife in roadside toilets, and colourful characters encountered in Sydney’s Gay Mardi Gras. Most of all though, Halpin sings of friends, family and acquaintances; not in an overly sentimental style, but personal and heartfelt. His words resound crystal clear despite his strong Irish lilt.
    In Elmo’s Garden, Halpin sings of spending time with his father – fishing and gardening. Introducing the song, he told us that it was only when he left home at eighteen that he realized he didn’t really like fishing or gardening, but he just wanted to be with his father. And the line “You always wanted father’s praise”, revealed a tender insight. Before we could become too dewy eyed however, Halpin stirred us up with his topical blast Bankers – drawing a cheer when he announced before the song that these days bank robbers should be knighted. In his encore, China Rose, he sent his audience home with a lilting lullaby – but again to save us from getting too soppy over the romantic lyrics, Halpin revealed that the song title was inspired by a paint colour chart he picked up from B&Q!
    Halpin left Otterton with the roof intact, and continued his endless tour, next to London, then Antwerp the next day. Judging by the rapturous applause that followed him down the stairs as he left, I’m sure it won’t be too long before he’s back here again.
    Many of the songs from tonight’s concert are on Kieran Halpin’s latest CD, The Deal We Made With God available from www.kieranhalpin.com 
